











REPORT FROM YOUR FOLKDANCEFEST 79 DIRECTOR

At the last FFDC meeting representatives from Lakeland, Orlando, and Tampa were
asked to look into the possibility of hosting the 1979 Folkdancefest. It was al-
so suggested that we "proceed in terms of naster weekend”, since finding a hall
for any other date would be unlikely at this late date.

I (as FFDC President) did not receive word of any proposals from Lakeland and Or-
lando. Julius Horvath reported that we would be welcome to give a return perform-
ance at the Daytona Beach Community College if none of the three cities offered a
suitable facility, or if a Sunday performance in a different city were desired.
However, the Arts :Council of Tampa-Hillsborough County has made us a good offer,
which I have just accepted, after consultation with representatives of several
folk dance groups. '

We will have the use of Curtis Hixon, Tampa's downtown convention center, with

all stage, lighting, & sound technicians, and a nearby large room for dancing
afterward. The Arts Council will publicize the event through their usual chan-
nels (no paid advertising) and print the programs. In return they ask that we

put on an identical show on Easter Sunday, probably at 1 PM, for which they would
provide the audience by bussing in underpriveleged children & adults from various
schools, homes, hospitals, etc. in Hillsborough County. Curtis Hixon has portable
tiered seating for 1000 to 3500 persons, depending on how it is set up. Ample
dressing room space is provided by curtaining off portions of the floor behind the
stage. Although this may sound makeshift, the Curtis Hixon theater set-up works
quite well, and has been used for many fine events,

ALL GROUPS THAT EXPECT OR HOPE TO PARTICIPATE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY DE-
CIDE ON SEVERAL NATIONALITIES AND SPECIFIC DANCES THEY ARE WILLING TO
PREPARE, AND SEND ME A PROPOSAL SHEET FOR EACH AS SOON AS POSSIMLE,
NO LATER THAN JANUARY 20. (XEROX COPIES AS NEEDED)

In meking your selections, avoid dances that will lock repetitive to the audience
and medleys with dead spots between mections. Also, plan entrances & exits to
your music when poasible. r

Acts may ouwnaist of only one dance. They may consist of more than two IF SUFFI-
CIENTLY VARIED. A majority of short sharp acts will give the show a good pace.

1t may be possible for dances of a particular nationality to be performed by more
than one group, if warranted in terms of interest to the audience. A repeat of
certain particularly successful acts from past Folkdancefests is entirely acceptable.

I would like at least thirty women {(from several groups) to volunteer to dance
Hoiney Viter, the Hopak-like 20-sequence women's dance taught by Vince Kvanchuk

in Pensacola. Please indicate the approximate number of women from your group

who would like to participate, and whether or not you have the music, instruections,
& someone to teach it. BEach dancer will provide her own costume, of a simple basic
design to be designated. (Suggestiona welcome).

Planning ahead pays off. Deadline for mailing tapes is March 10.

s will be notified which acts to prepare within 10 days after January 20.
gi::fngwiogether the best poseible show w£11 be the basis on which decisions will

be made.

I bok forward to seeing some exciting proposals from all of you.
Judith






MARTIN KOENIG
IN
GAINESVILLE
FEBRUARY 16, 17 & 18, 1979

Martin Koenip is a remarkable dancer and teacher. Included in his
experiences are repeated trips to Bulgaria, Yuposlavia and Romania to
not only learn dances but also tc film, photograph and record all
aspects of traditional Balkan life. He has c¢ollec¢ted and produced
numerous records on his own Balkesr Arts label. The study of ethnic
comnunities ir & h America has cccupied much of his time in the
last decade. Time will be set aside during the weekend to talk with
Martin about his research. A dance instructor since 1965, Martin has
a rood repetoire of dances. These who know him claim that no one can
whip up enthusiasm like HMartin. All Florida Balkan dance afficionados
will be deliéhted.

Cost: 12 before Feb. 1, %15 after Feb. 1.
Location: Unknown. Applicants and group leaders will be notified

as soon as pessibtle.

Schedule: friday: 7130 - 12 request dancing
sSaturday: 9:00 -~ 9:30 pastries and drinks
9:30 - 12 lMartin and his dances
12:00 ~ 2 lunch
2:00 - 4:30 iartin and his dances
7130 = 772 Party
Sunday: 10:00 - 12 review

Registration: Please send your name, address, phone number, requests
for sleeping barg space and check (made payable to
Lerraine llocre) to Leslie Marshall, P.C. Box 13288,
Gainesville, Florida 32604,

Information: 41l Leslie llarshall at 904/378-2113 cr Lorrie Noore
at 90h4/275-24561,
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Dear Flcrida Folk:

As many of you may not be familiar with Martin Koeniem I feel
compelled to say mcre than is possible in the flyer. Whatever
Martin teaches, we can't lose. Among the possibilities are
Serbian dances, Romanian dances, Greek Macedonian dances, Pontic
Greek dances and Bulgparian dances., After settling on the dances
to be taught, hopefully there will be a balance of relatively easy,
memorable dances and exciting, difficult dances for the hotshots
among the Florida folk. I want tc keep the number of dances taught
down to a manageab  number. For the party we are going to try for
a spontaneous rather than scheduled evening. Please bring records
which we may not have.

Not only has Martin made several trips to the Ballans which
resulted in films, photographs, records and dances, Martin has also
been keenly interested and successful in researching life and
culture in the ethnic communties in the Northeast United States.

In 1967 he founded the 3alkan Arts Center, Inc.,."a non-profit
corporation dedicated to the research and'presentation of ethnic
traditional music and dance." At this year's Balkan Arts Winter
Folk Festival, Martin included an incredible concert, Bulgarian
song sessions, ethnic lectures, Norwegian dances with Ingvar Sodal
accompanied on the fiddle by Anund Roheim, Bulgarian dances with
Martin and a Bulparian lady accompanied by Kostadin Varimezov

on the gaida, and Serbian dances with Michael Herman accompanied by
South Chicagc's Dunav Tamburitza Crchestra. Vith luck Martin will
have recorded Mr. Varimezov on his gaida and will be selling that
record also in February., I hope to be sellins Mr. Rcheim's first
album,. With all his experience you can rightly deduce that Martin
Koenip is a remarkable man and you will make plans to be in

Gainesville. Ye're locking forward to seeing you. Lorrie Moore















"LEASE FIIL & PROPOSAL SHEET FOR EACH ACT WOUR GROUP IS WILLING TO PREPARE
«OR FOLKDA  ____ I 79. MAIL AS SOON AS POSSIELE, NC LATER THAN JANUARY 20 to
Judith Baizan; 2503 Palm Dr.; Tampa FL 33609. Phone (813) ~57-0001 :

Group
Fafat Perf, Dir _ _ " Phone
Addreas

Rete this act with your other proposals as to preference. Hate all =acts ydu are
equally willing to prepare as "first": FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH

Hationaliity or title of act

Dance or dancas

Approx duration of act and/or each dancs

Brief description of each dance

i
\

Probable number of performers

L B

What ‘choreography is planned?

Any special ressons for this choice?

How many acts is your group willing to prepare (excluding Hoiney Viter)?

one two threa four five

Are any of your dancers alsc dancing with another group?
Y

Hoiney ¥iter

Other
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